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  Try This Now

Check out articles in a current journal in your discipline. Note differ-
ences in number of experiments, who the participants were, kinds 
of statistical analyses, sample size, and indication of grant support. 
In your discipline, what might be the equivalents of the Journal of 
College and University Student Housing and JPSP?

OPEN ACCESS AND  
PREDATORY PUBLISHERS
Several journals you may come across are called open-access journals. Open Access pub-
lishing refers to “unrestricted access and unrestricted reuse” according to the definition on 
the PLOS website (https://www.plos.org/open-access/). PLOS publishes several highly 
respected open access journals primarily in the sciences, but there are open access journals 
in every scholarly discipline; for example, Ergo, is an open access journal in philosophy. 
In the summer of 2015, there were more than 10,000 open access journals listed in the 
Directory of Open Access Journals (https://doaj.org). In principle, the movement toward 
open access should provide numerous benefits, including faster publication of articles and 
availability of information. Many (but not all) open access articles follow a rigorous peer-
review procedure, which means there is a kind of gate-keeping to try to ensure the quality 
of the publication. These journals are free to the reader, but there may be costs associated 
with the publication of these journals, many passed on to authors.

Not all open access journals are created equal. Jeffrey Beall, a tenured librarian at 
the University of Colorado, Denver, established a website titled Scholarly Open Access 
(http://scholarlyoa.com/about/), which provides an evaluation of open-access publish-
ing. On this site, he maintains a list of what he calls Potential, Possible, or Probable 
Predatory Open-Access Publishers, often referred to as Beall’s List. Criteria for identify-
ing predatory open-access publishers are also provided on Beall’s website (https://scholar 
lyoa.files.wordpress.com/2015/01/criteria-2015.pdf) and include such characteristics 
as evidence “showing that the editor and/or review board members do not possess aca-
demic expertise to reasonably qualify them to be publication gatekeepers in the journal’s 
field.” Frequently there are fees charged to authors to publish in these journals (called the 
author-pays model); at one time, book publishers that charged authors to publish their 
books were called vanity publishers.

Open-access 
journals: 
journals that 
offer free 
access to the 
published 
articles.

Beall’s List: 
list evaluating 
open-access 
publications in 
terms of their 
standards; 
named after 
the originator 
of the list, 
Jeffrey Beall.


